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Now Oswald, too, had been murdered. Hi s killing was the third 
in a related series of homicides, none of which should have been pos- 
sible. It was the crime that should have been closest to absolutely 
impossible. Among the many questions about the performance of the 
police, it was one the Report could not ignore completely. It doesn’t. 

Instead, the Report almost pretends it didn’t happen. We have 
already seen the manner in which the Report finds it possible to keep 
from saying that Oswald was killed by Ruby, that he was murdered in 
cold blood. In this the-v Report is faithful to the Commission's in- 
quriy, where there was no real investigation Into how the police al- 
lowed such an impossible thing to happen. Of the 1? appendices to 
the Report, 10 are devoted to what the Commission found related to 
the crimes. Of these, two are spent on Ruby. "Wasted” might be a 
better word. Appendix 16 is entitled !, A Biography of Jack Ruby”. 
Appendix 17 is on the "Polygraph Examination of J ack Ruby”. Neither 
is worthy of serious note. The biographical material is carefully 
arranged to protray Ruby as an emotional, unsteady, violent map who 
came from a family with a history of insanity. Thus, the reader is 





s PPP° se H to believe that killing Oswald was normal for Ruby and that 
he would have done such a thing without inspiration or assistance. 

The lie-detector test borders on the ridiculous. It was demanded by 
Ruby, then already allegedly insane. It was opposed by Ruby’s sister 
and counsel on these grounds and because they believed it would be 
’’meaningless” (R808). The brief transcript, slightly more than three 
pages, clearly reveals the purpose for which the ’’test” was conducted 
by the Commission and included in the Report (R809-13). Ruby was 
restricted to yes” and no” answers. He denied being a Communist or 
that he shot Oswald because of “foreign", ’’underworld" or “trade 
union influence”. He said he knew neither Oswald nor Tippit, $hat 
he just walked into the police garage at the only instant possible, 
and that he just wanted to save Mrs. Kennedy the ordeal of a trial. 

The entire performance was a gruesome farce. Even then, how- 
ever, the obvious and necessary questions were not asked. The Com- 
mission restricted itself to what was only self-serving. This did 
not prevent the Report from invoking the word of the madman in sup- 
port of its theory, that Ruby, too, was a loner. 

With the murder of Oswald, the restatement of the events in 



OM-53 

Dallas oduring those Incredible ij.7 hours beginning at 12^30 p.m. on 
Friday, November 22, 1963 , is essentially completed. This restate- 
ment has been presented in a manner Intended to permit the reader to 
compare those sections of the Report with the information upon which 
they are based. 

There remains to be made the important evaluation of how the 
Commission function. How carefully did it select its witnesses? 

How precisely did it gather its scientific evidence? How fair, 
thorough and complete was it? Above all, how did it embody itself 
and Its hearings in Its Report, by which alone the Commission and 
its performance can be appraised, both now and by history? 

It is to such questions as these that the following section 
of this book is devoted. 



